The Entente Offensive, Autumn, 1916
quarters Staff in Teschen had under its command the Army Group of the Archduke Charles and the troops that were now moving into Transylvania. They depended, however, so largely on the measures we ourselves were about to take, that the assumption of the single command by our G.H.Q. made no difference whatever in fact.
The Italian and Albanian fronts were the exclusive sphere of General von Conrad.
Conditions in Macedonia, Bulgaria and Turkey demanded our closest attention, but we could not have the final voice there.
One result of the establishment of the single command was that the General Staffs of the various Allies had recourse to us whenever disagreements broke out between them. In Balkan questions, the Bulgarian G.H.Q. was very reluctant to have any direct dealing with Turkey or Austria-Hungary, while the latter, in its turn, preferred to deal with us rather than with Bulgaria.
VI
His Majesty the Emperor was Supreme War Lord. In him resided the ultimate authority over the Army and Navy. The Commanders-in-Chief of the land and sea forces were responsible to him.
Subject to His Majesty's pleasure, the Chief of the General Staff of the Field Army had full control of the direction of operations. Decisions of the first importance required His Majesty's approval. He had no executive authority.
The Emperor was thus the head of General Headquarters. I may mention that, when I use this latter expression in these Memoirs in the narrower sense as referring to the General Staff of the Army in the field, I do so in accordance with the current, though incorrect, practice.
The Chief of the Naval Staff, as the director of operations at sea, had the same status as the Chief of the General Staff of the field Army. As regards such operations he had the same rights
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